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CONGESTED DISTRICTS BOARD FOR IRELAND 


23, Rutland Square, Dublin. 
23rcZ June , 1S92. 


Sir, 


Pending the making of an annual report, as required by the 41st section of 
the Statute 54 and 55 Victoria, chapter 48, the Congested Districts Board 
for Ireland desire to submit for the information of His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant a short statement as to their proceedings hitherto, together with 
/reports from Mr. Wrench and the Rev. W. S. Green, upon special operations 
that have been carried out by the Board. 


At a very early meeting it was decided that, before any action could be 
taken by the Board on a large scale in connection with projects affecting 
precise localities, it would be necessary to have inquiries made for the purpose 
of obtaining or verifying statistical or other information. It was at the same 
time resolved that, while such inquiries were in progress, efforts should be 
made to improve the breed of live stock and poultry, and also to develop sea- 
fishing off the west coast of Ireland. Mr. Wrench and Mr. Green have, in 
their respective reports, described what has been done so far by the Land and 
Fishery Committees. 


The difficulties of taking action are very much greater in the department 
for assisting in the development or creation of industries and handicrafts. The 
Board has appointed an Industries Committee, consisting of Messrs. J . H. Tuke 
and Charles Kennedy, and the Honorable Horace Plunkett ; and, while many 
arrangements are very far advanced for assisting industrial projects and for 
promoting technical teaching, yet the several negotiations of the Committee 
have not yet reached a stage at which the action of the Board can with 
advantage be publicly disclosed. 


The Board desire to state in conclusion that the making of local inquiries 
throughout the Congested Districts is approaching completion,, and., although 
a little impatience at delay has been shown in some localities, it appears 
unquestionable that most careful inquiries were desirable in order to guard 
against the adoption of local projects that were in some cases submitted to the 
Board by persons having only an imperfect knowledge of the relative 
requirements and condition of the numerous localities to be dealt with. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM L. MICKS. 


The Right Honorable 

Sir West Ridgeway, k.c.b., k.c s.i., 
Under Secretary for Ireland. 
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Report of Mr. WRENCH, on tlie Agricultural Operations of 
the Board. 


When in August last the different members of the Congested Districts 
Board were called upon to report on the several subjects in which they were 
specially interested, I ventured to give an outline of what I considered should 
be the agricultural operations of the Board. 

These suggestions, afterwards submitted in a more detailed form, having 
been fully discussed and considered by the Board, were handed over to the 
Land Committee to he carried out through the agency of the Agricultural 
Department of the Land Commission. 

The Land Committee decided this year to deal with the improvement of 
horses, cattle, and poultry before proceeding to take up the various other 
agricultural matters which demand their attention. 

I propose in this memorandum to refer briefly to the subjects of horse and 
cattle breeding as first in order of importance of those we have dealt with. 

Horses . — Throughout a large portion of the West of Ireland the diminutive 
horse or pony forms a very important item in the western peasant’s domestic 
economy. 

It carries both him and his wife to fairs and markets, and possibly to 
church. It carries seaweed and turf in heaped-up panniers to the farm, and, 
owing to the bad roads and rough ways, is in fact the only means of porterage 
which he possesses ; while in some districts the little mares are simply used as 
breeding machines, never broken in, but suffered to range on the wild mountains 
with such feeding as they can pick up all through the year with their foals. 

These little animals, said liy tradition to be descended from Andalusian 
horses, which were on board some of the ships of the Armada wrecked in 
1588, have sadly deteriorated, and, save where on rare occasions an Arab or 
Thoroughbred horse was here and there introduced at long intervals, no 
improvement has been attempted ; while in the Milford and Carndonagh and 
other districts in Donegal, they have unfortunately been crossed with Clydes- 
dales, which cross, although at the time it produces a big rough colt that can 
he sold at from £12 to £14 as a two-year old, has filled the country with 
soft, sluggish ungainly animals, and done. much to deteriorate the breed, and 
to make it very hard in future to come back to a class of mares that ought to 
he bred from. It is nearly impossible in any of the districts to find a sire 
which would not do more harm than good. 

Ihe question before us was, therefore, what sires to introduce. 

Such authorities on horse-breeding as the Lord Lieutenant, Mr. Chaplin, 
Lord Harrington, Mr. Burdett-Coutts, Mr. Walter Gilbey, Sir George 
Wombwell, and many others, both in this country and England and abroad, 
u ere consulted, and finally it was decided that to produce saleable cobs with 
action, the introduction of the small Yorkshire Hackney would be the best, 
and for the production of polo ponies, for which in some localities a special 
demand exists, the introduction of the Arab or the Barb. 

Small thoroughbred sires are not recommended by the best authorities ; it is 
only by an accident that a thoroughbred is small, and although occasionally a 
good Polo Pony is the result, he is too apt to produce from these little mares a 
nondescript animal about fifteen hands high, which is suitable for no particular 
purpose and for which there is no certain demand, and it is therefore much. 
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safer to breed from a sire that possesses by heredity the tendency to produce 
stock of its own size and character. 

Also, thoroughbreds are not remarkable for that hardiness and inherent 
soundness possessed by the other breeds which we have decided to use, and 
fl-hich are so essential if our experiment is to be a success. 

The type of horse having been decided on, the next thing was to procure 
enough horses to enable us to start the experiment this year. 

I therefore went to Yorkshire and made a regular search among the 
Yorkshire breeders to find the special type we required, a matter which, in 
spite of all the information I had previously obtained was by no means easy on 
account of the great request in which Hackneys are at present, and it was 
only by reason of our requirements being for a somewhat smaller horse than 
is generally sought for, that I was able to obtain good horses at, what are 
said to be by those who have a knowledge of the trade, reasonable prices. 

Our next step after the purchase of eight stallions, was to visit the districts 
themselves, to inspect the mares and arrange for the proper allocation of the 
horses, and here Mr. Burdett-Coutts kindly placed his services at the disposal 
of the Board and offered to accompany me. 

Our tour has been so fully described that I need not further refer to it. 

After returning from the West, I went again to England, and purchased 
four more Yorkshire Hackneys, and a very famous Barb pony from Lord 
Harrington. The Queen then very kindly presented an Arab stallion to the 
Board, and we hired two more Arabs for the season from Captain Hardwin, 
We also purchased a Cleveland Bay stallion from Mr. Alfred Pease, so that 
we now have thirteen Hackneys, three .Arabs, one Barb stallion, and one 
Cleveland Bay. The last named horse was suggested by Mi'. Pierce Maliony 
for one particular district in Kerry. 

All the horses, with one exception, are stationed iu different selected centres 
under the charge of the District Inspectors of the It. I. Constabulary, which was 
found to be the only possible means by which we could have our arrangements 
carried out, and it is difficult to return to the Inspector-General and the officers 
under him sufficient thanks for the hearty manner in which they have joined 
with us in trying to make the scheme a success. 

It is also satisfactory to find that the Hackneys are highly appreciated in 
the districts in which they are standing, the experiment has widely interested 
the people, and in nearly every instance there has been a larger demand 
for the services of the stallions than we can grant. 


For this year the horses are stationed as follows : — 


PlAC-E. 

County. 

Breed. 

Xiune. 



Hackney stallion, . 

'• Lord Tennyson.” 

„ Dunfauaghy, . 

do. 

do. 

do., 

*• Heal Gentleman. 

„ Glenties, 


Arab 

do., 

;i T.irassau. 

„ Dungloe. 


Hackney 

do., 

n Zeus.-' 



do. 

do., 

Fireaway 2nd. 


do. 

do. 

do., 

“ Lord Derwent 2nd. ’ 

„ Do., 


Arab 

do., . 

“ Ali Baba. 


do. 

do. 

do., 

Desert Bom. 

„ Do., 

do. 

Hackney 

do., 

“ Callis Fireaway. ’ 

„ Newport, 

do. 

do. 

do., 

“ Beau. 

., Olonliur, 


do. 

do., 

•• Fashion 3rd. 



do. 

do., 

“ Lord Lto Bang. 




do., . 

•• Awfuilv Jolly. 



Hackney 

do., 

Tvirg Fireaway. 



do. 

do.. . 

“ North Riding. 

v Kilmorna, 

Kerry, 

Cleveland Bay staliion, . 

e - Bay Benedict. 

„ Eallinumore, . 

Leitrim, 

Hackney 

do., . 

“ Rokeby." 
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In order to bave the stallions properly looked after during the service 
season, which is of great importance, and also on account of the difficulty 
that the District Inspectors experienced in engaging really good grooms, we 
found it necessary to appoint a first-class stud groom whose duty is in 
the service season, to constantly visit the different stations, aud see that the 
horses have been properly looked after, and to give any advice to the groom 
in charge, or to the people, with regard to breeding, that may be required. 

After the service season it is proposed that all the stallions shall be 
located in a central depot under his charge ; and inquiry is now being made 
for a suitable site. 

The stud groom we engaged is Thomas Triffit. He is the son of a well- 
known Yorkshire farmer who is famous for having bred some of the best 
Hackneys that ever stood in England. 

Although I knew that horse-breeding was certain to create a considerable 
interest amongst any class of Irishmen, and especially in the congested dis- 
tricts, until I saw for myself, I had no idea how important it is to the people 
to have their breed of ponies improved, and how much they will benefit by- 
being able to obtain a higher price for their foals. 

In some districts, notably in Swinford, we found that a considerable demand 
for donkeys existed, and we have already purchased three Spanish Jacks, and 
hired one for this season; while through the instrumentality of the War 
Office we are now importing six other Spanish Jacks direct from Spain. 

Two Jacks are located at Swinford, one at Ballinamore, and one at Dungloe. 

Our idea in introducing these animals is not so much to breed mules as to 
improve the breeding of the donkeys themselves. For the services of 
these Jacks there is a great demand. 

Both with regard to the horses and donkeys I think that in another year 
the Board should follow up the system it has introduced by offering premiums 
for foals produced from our several stallions. 

This would do much to develop an interest in the subject in the districts, and 
would also make the people take rather more care of their foals than they do at 
present, which it is evident would be to their advantage ; also at such an exhibi- 
tion of foals it would give us an oppwrtunitj 7 of seeing the mares, and seeing the 
people, and giving them advice and suggestions which might help them in 
future. 

The general opinion is that highly-bred Yorkshire Hackneys, with plenty 
of quality, such as we have purchased, are the right sires to introduce in 
order to produce the most saleable animal, for the ordinary market, from the 
mares with whieh we have to deal ; and we certainly could not have intro- 
duced any more popular type of horse. 

The Board are under considerable obligations to Mr. Thomas M'Mahon, 
who gave his services free in assisting me to buy the first eight horses, 
at a much lower price than I could at that time have bought them ; 
and to Mr. Burdett-Coutts for his assistance and advice, and the practical 
manner in which he went into the whole scheme, and assisted in the working 
of it out; and also for the trouble he took in going round Mayo and 
Connemara to inspect the mares. 
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Cattle . — With regard to cattle, we have adopted a somewhat different system, 
and the following are the conditions under which 65 bulls have been sold at 
£12 each, and distributed in the districts as given below : 

(1.) Shorthorn, Polled Angus, Galloway, Bed Polled and Ayrshire bulls will 
be sold at cost price, the purchase money being payable in two equal 
instalments, due on 1st October, 1892, and 1st October, 1893 each 
instalment being reduceable to Six Pounds provided that the purchaser 
has, in all respects, complied with the conditions subject to which the bull 
has been sold : Special terms and conditions will apply to Kerry bulls. 

^2.) Each bull will be sold subject to the condition that it shall be maintained 
in proper condition by the purchaser at a place approved of by the 
Congested Districts Board, from the time of delivery to the 1st day of 
October, 1893, during which period the purchaser shall be bound to give 
the service of the bull to the cows of qualified persons at a fee not exceed- 
ing Two Shillings and Sixpence per cow, except in the case of Kerry 
Bulls, when the fee charged shall not exceed One Shilling and Sixpence. 

(3.) Every inhabitant occupier in the Congested Districts, the aggregate 
tenement valuation of whose holding or holdings does not exceed £20 
per annum, shall be entitled to the service of the bull for his or her 
cows at the fees laid down in regulation No. 2. 


County. 

Union. 

Shorthorn. 

Aberdeen 

Galloway. 

Red Polled 

Total 

U^or 

Total 

for 

County. 

Donegal, 

Ballyshannon, . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

] 

Do. 

Durifanagliy, . 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 


Do. 

Glen ties, . 

2 

5 

1 

- 

8 


Do. 

Tnnishowen, 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

r 18 

Do. 

Letterkenny, . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Do. 

Milford, 

1 

1 

“ 


2 

J 

Leitrim, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

) 

Do. 

ManorhamOton, 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

t' 5 

Do. 

Mohill, . 

1 

“ 



1 

) 

Roscommon, . 

Castlerea, 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Mayo, 

Belmullet, 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

J 

Do. 

Castlebar, 

3 

- 

— 

- 

3 


Do. 

Claromorris, 

3 

2 

- 

- 

5 

}■ 25 

Do. 

Swinford, 

12 

1 

- 

- 

13 


Do. 

Westport, 

“ 


“ 

“ 

2 

1 

Galway, 

Olifden, . 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

0 

l 5 

Do. 

Oughterard, 

- 

1 


“ 


J 

Kerry, 

Dingle, . 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 


Do. 

Killamev, 

— 

— 

— 



Y 5 

Do. 

Tralee, 

- 

“ 

“ 

1 

1 

1 

Cork ("West), 

Bantry, . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

} 5 

Do. 

Schull, . 



— 





Total, 

35 

22 

6 

2 

65 

85 

- 

Unallotted, 


- 

3 

~ 

- 

3 


In Kerry an altogether different plan was followed. 

The greater part of the Cahirciveen peninsula, together with parts of the 
Unions of Kenmare and Killarney, being mainly devoted to the breeding of 
Kerry cattle, it was decided to supply only Kerry bulls to these districts. At 
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the request of the Board, Mr. James Butler of Wnterville, County Kerry, and 
Mr. James Robertson of La Mancha, Malahide, both of whom are well known 
in connection with the improvement of Kerry cattle, kindly consented to select 
and purchase a number of Kerry bulls for distribution in the districts named ; 
twenty-nine bulls have been purchased, of these twenty-one have been located 
with farmers, and the remainder will be placed with suitable persons as soon 
as possible. These bulls are the property of the Board, but are placed with 
selected persons in suitable districts, who are obliged to maintain them until 
October 1st, 1892, on the following conditions — 

(1.) The bulls’ services are available, free of charge, to owners of Kerry 
cows resident in the district. 

(2.) The contractor who obtains the bull is obliged to keep a record of 
the cows served, and to maintain the bull in good health and 
condition. 

(3.) Subject to the above regulations being carried out the contractor 
will be paid three pounds, on the 1st' October. 

These conditions are no doubt liberal, but it was found after much 
consideration impossible to start the scheme in Kerry on other lines, with 
any chance of success. 

Messrs. James Butler, James Robertson, and Pierce Mahony, M.P., who 
kindly consented to act as a Committee to superintend the allocation of the 
bulls, attended at Killarney and Cahirciveen, on June 1st and June 4th. for 
that purpose. 

It is proposed to use every effort to induce owners of badly-bred Kerry bulls 
to dispose of them ; the introduction of so many well-bred bulls should soon 
produce a marked improvement in the breeding of Kerry cattle, now so highly 
prized in England for Dairy purposes. 

It is anticipated that many more applications will be received from persons 
in the district requiring Kerry bulls, and it will be seen that we have in all, 
distributed nearly a hundred bulls, which is a fair beginning. 

I could wish that with regard to the bulls, we had found it possible to 
locate more of them with actual farmers, and to distribute them more evenly, 
but of course we were obliged to send them to those people who came forward 
and were willing to accept our conditions, and I have no doubt that our bulls 
are located where they will be of the utmost service to the small farmers in 
the neighbourhood. 

Personally I should also have been glad if the number of Shorthorns iu 
these poor districts had not been quite so large, but owing to the foot and 
mouth disease all importation from Scotland was stopped, which made it hard 
for us to obtain a sufficient number of Polled bulls ; and, of course, when 
selling, although at a very low price, we were bound to supply the particular 
breed of bull for which the purchaser asked, having in the first instance advised 
him as to what we considered most suitable. 

General. — We cannot hope in dealing with a large subject like the improve- 
ment of live stock to have pleased everyone. Many criticisms have been 
offered about the class of horses w r e have selected and the locations to which 
we have sent them, and it is not unlikely that after the first year’s experience 
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we may find it advisable to make some slight change in the localities, or to 
enlarge the scheme; hut I can only say that no trouble has been spaced to 
make our schemes a ^success, and that every minute detail has been gone 
mto in order that the Board should make as few mistakes as possible. 

I should mention that the work that these schemes have thrown on the 
Agricultural Department of the Land Commission has been considerable 
and if any member of the Board cares to investigate the piles of correspondence 
and the innumerable inquiries and suggestions that it has been necessary to 
deal with, he will m some degree appreciate the work that has been thrown 
on that Department, which lias been working overtime for several months in 
order to cope with it. 


It seems to me that this year there is one other branch of live stock in 
■addition to poultry, which is now being dealt with, to which the Board should 
turn its attention, and that is the improvement of sheep ; but on this subject 
I have asked Mr-. Porter to prepare some suggestions which I hope to 
submit to the Land Committee before they come officially before the Board. 


10th June, 1892. 


FREDERICK WRENCH. 


Report of the Rev. W. S. GREEN, on the Fishery Work of 
the Board. 


Last autumn it was decided by our Board that an attempt should be made 
to start the spring mackerel fishery at the Aran Islands. I represented that 
should we succeed in finding and capturing fish there, an industry would be 
established which would prove of the greatest benefit to the Islands and to the 
neighbouring coasts of Connemara. Seven boats with skilled crews were 
engaged to come from Arklow and give the place a trial ; Miss Mansfield fitted 
out two boats for the employment of crews from Carna parish ; Miss Skerrit 
provided two for the education of youths from Clifden parish ; a hooker 
belonging to Aran also joined in. The Galway Bay steamer Citie of the 
Tribes was specially subsidised to take the fish from Aran to the railway at 
Galway, a distance of about thirty miles. 

Mr. Harvey, of Cork, was arranged with to despatch the fish to the best 
markets. Our Board lent him a hulk and he deducted 7s. per bos from the price 
the fish fetched in the English markets, to cover expenses of iceing, packing, 
despatching by rail and steamer, and commission in the English markets. Mr. 
Harvey and his local manager, Mr. Shimmin, gave much satisfaction in 
carrying out this work. I was instructed by our Board to charter the S.S. 
Fingal, so as to be on the spot and superintend the enterprise. I anchored the 
Fingal in Rilleany Bay in the Aran Islands, on the 8th of March. Before the 
other boats arrived, we fished with a train of mackerel nets on several nights 
within about ten miles and less from the Islands. The weather was bitterly 

B 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 


cold and snow of frequent occurrence. Consequently we captured very few 
mackerel and herrings. One night after the arrival of the Arklow boats on 
March 22, they returned from a night’s fishing with a perfectly blank result. 

The 1st of April passed, and when the 4th came all engaged seemed much 
dispirited. Ou that day the Arklow boats went out for another trial. Next 
day was calm and they did not come in. We walked to the summit of the 
island and examined the horizon, but there was no sign of the boats. On 
erroneous rumours that they were becalmed in the South Sound, I steamed 
thither in the Fincjal. Next morning, the 6th of April, 1 was on the shore 
when a Coastguard came and said one of the boats was entering the bay. She 
was the True Light, and as she hauled down her head-sails and rounded to at 
the ice-hulk, we knew to our great delight she had fish at last. The other 
boats were quickly mustered round the hulk, some having been towed in by the 
Fingal, and that night we ran our first fish to Galway — 6,000 fish in all. 

Some busy days followed, but on the l*2th the weather broke with a fierce 
north-easterly gale. The fleet were dispersed, and broken weather continued, 
allowing the boats to go to sea only one or two nights each week. 

The heaviest take of all was that of May 18th, when the boats came in with 
73,350 fish, which left Galway in two special trains. It was one fair night 
between the storms, which kept the boats in harbour. 

Now we have come to the end of the season. We have to contemplate 
success in our main project. We have proved two things ; that a good fishing 
can be carried on from Aran, and that with some slight improvements the 
menus of communication are such that the fish can be sent to market at no 
exorbitant cost. The Arklow boats have earned over an average of £316 per 
bon^for this season. The local boats, with experienced skippers but inex- 
perieiiced crews, have earned about £70 per boat. This would have been 
higher had they been ready for the first favourable week when the Arklow 
men alone earned about £S00. In all about £5,000 worth of mackerel have 
gone from Aran to the public markets, and out of this the fishermen engaged 
have earned about £3,000.* 

The greatest excitement existed amongst the Islanders when they saw the 
harvest that had been so long unreaped, and as they have been altering some 
fine boats which belong to the Islands, and others are being obtained, there is 
every reason to believe that a great development of native enterprise will be 
seen next spring. The herring fishery, which we are now venturing upon, is 
one of those unsolved problems of which the less said about beforehand the 
better. 

While the mackerel fishing was proceeding at Aran, we lost no time in 
seeing about the curing of cod and ling. Boffin was selected as the most 
promising place for a first effort. Mr. Allies, the resident proprietor of the 
Island, lent a willing hand. We established Mr. Govertson, our Norwegian 
curer there, and on our next visit we found that a development had taken 
place which exceeded our brightest hopes. The men, stimulated by the 
certainty of a fixed and constant market, threw themselves heartily into the 
work ; fish came in in such unexpected quantities as almost to be too much 
to deal with ; fortunately a spell of broken weather intervened, and saved the 

Earnings of Arklow boats at Aran Island Spring Mackerel Fishery from March 2‘2nd 
up to June 13th : — Shamrock, £370; Red Rover, £325 ; Mystical Rose , £345; Cygnet, 
Archdeacon, £327 ; True Light, £300 ; St. Veronica , £390. A balance to be added ; also £40 to 
each case as per contract. 
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curers. About eighteen tons of fine fish is now cured on the best principle, 
and that which has gone to market met with a ready sale at a remunerative 
price.* 

When the work seemed established at Boffin, we moved Govertson, the 
surer, to Ardmore, in the parish of Gama, where Mr. O’ Kelly and Miss 
Mansfield had selected a site for a curing station. About here, though there 
was a dense population, it seemed as though no fishing was carried on — no 
spillets or long lines were used. The old men said they used to be fished long 
ago. The case was therefore very different from Boffin and Shark, and I had 
many doubts as to the possibility of success. It is now rather premature to 
speak of this station, which is only just started, but the cod and ling are 
coming in. The fishermen seem much pleased at the chance being given to 
them. 

Just at present kelp making and lobster fishing render it an unfavourable 
time of year along the whole of the coast for curing, and it is possible that 
next week I shall shift our Norwegian curer to another station till the kelp 
season is over. A second curer has been engaged and will be placed on the 
coast next week. Innishkea Islands, off Mayo, and Teelin in Donegal, are the 
next sites to be dealt with. On Sunday last we brought on the deck of the 
Fingal an iron house from Roundstone to Aran. It has been erected in the 
school grounds at Killeany, and is to be a store for nets and a school for net 
making and mending. Mr. James Doyle, skipper of one of the Arklow boats 
lately came to tlie Islands, and has been engaged as instructor. It is thus hoped 
that the children may, as they grow up, prove more valuable hands in the fishing 
boats than they can be at present. Arrangements have now been made with 
Mr. Harvey to continue his work at Aran, and despatch or cure herrings and 
mackerel through the summer and autumn. I have supplied one of Miss 
Skerritt’s boats with herring nets, and nets are ordered for the other, and also 
for Miss Mansfield’s boats and some local boats that intend to take part in the 
fishing. Father O’Donoghue and Sir Thomas Brady have, with the fund they 
collected, built two boats — one, the “ Father O’Donohue,” will soon reach Aran 
and join our little herring flee*. An English gentleman, Mr. A. Davis, has 
ordered two boats to be built for the Aran fishing — one is being built in the 
Isle of Man and the other in Galway. These I propose to man with picked 
hands from South Connemara. The herring fishing is as yet an untried experi- 
ment, but as tlie curing of the harvest mackerel will be worked at the same 
time it is hoped remunerative employment will be found for all engaged, and 
sheds for the accommodation of the curing work have been arranged for on the 
Quay at Aran. 

* During the six weeks Govertson was at Boffin about 8,000 liug, cod, and haddock 
were cured. Seven boats were fishing, six men in each boat. Ling cost 6s. 6 d. per dozen, cod 3s., 
and when in worse condition, 2s. j haddock, 2s. Curing gave constant employment to about six men 
and boys besides the men fishing. 

W. S. GREEN. 

17th June, 1892. 
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